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Genesis 18 

Not a Clockmaker: Invested God of Mercy and Judgement 

Point: God is invested in our World today,  

displaying mercy and judgement 

“Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Abraham Lincoln, 

etc… What do all of these men have in common? If you say they are all on different dollar bills, 

then you are right. If you think they were all presidents, then you may want to double check 

with your middle school history teacher. Something you might not have known that they all 

have in common is that they were all deists and for those of you who do not know, a deist is 

someone who believes in the existence of a god but not necessarily the God of the Bible and 

they especially do not believe in a god who would intervene in the world. They believe in a god 

who created the world and then just let it spin and whatever happens, happens.” 

“As Christians, we know that this is not the god of the Bible. Our God is a God who is 

heavily invested in our world, cares about his creation and rules over it all while still allowing 

for free will to run its course. Today, we are going to go over one passage which contains two 

examples of how God is involved in his creation, we will see how He cares about even the most 

intimate and small details of our lives as well as the future of every nation. 

“For now, let us start with the first few verses of Genesis 18 and we will see the love and grace 

our invested God shows to even the smallest parts of our lives.” 

 Read text: Part A: 18:1-15; Part B 18:16-33 

The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the 

entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing 

nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed 

low to the ground. 

3 He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord,[a] do not pass your servant by. 4 Let a 

little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. 5 Let me 

get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you 

have come to your servant.” 

“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.” 

6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs[b] of the finest 

flour and knead it and bake some bread.” 

7 Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried 

to prepare it. 8 He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and 

set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-428a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-431b
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9 “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. “There, in the tent,” he said. 10 Then one of them 

said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a 

son.” 

Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11 Abraham and 

Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 12 So Sarah 

laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this 

pleasure?” 

13 Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, 

now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed 

time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 

15 Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.” 

 Part A: God of Life/Mercy 

“Our Text today opens with God appearing to Abraham in the form of 3 men. Some 

people believe that God was all three men, just one of the men and two angels or it is the pre-

incarnate Jesus and 2 angels. No matter which of those three you believe it to be, we call this 

a theophany which means the visual appearance of God to man. Another example of this 

would be when the Israelites were being led out of Egypt by a pillar of smoke and fire or when 

Moses saw the back of God up on Mount Sinai. God can appear to man in many different 

forms and in todays sermon, he came to Moses in the form of men.  

 Now the first eight verses of chapter 18 are normal customary greetings for this time 

and in this area. It would be like taking off your shoes when you enter a house or offering to 

take your guests coats for them. Sometimes, when reading these Old Testament passages, we 

get caught up in the strangeness of these greetings or customs because they are so different 

than our own. While they are definitely worth diving deeper into, today we are not focusing 

on a history lesson but instead looking at God’s involvement with Abraham and Sarah.  

 Verse 9 begins a story that is most likely very familiar to all of us, one of the three men 

visiting Abraham told him that Sarah would be pregnant this time next year when he came 

back to visit. This was, without a doubt, very shocking to Abraham who was nearing 100 years 

old and Sarah was no spring chicken either. Both of them were what you might call, past their 

prime when it comes to things of a more intimate nature. It is at this Sarah, who was in the 

tent eavesdropping, laughed. Her thoughts, which were known to God, can be found in verse 

12 where it reads “So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my 

husband is old will I now have pleasure?” If this line makes you laugh or chuckle that’s because 

it is meant to. The Bible does have humor in it and this is one of those cases. What we can not 

miss in this humorous passage is the intentionality of God and his investment in the individual 

lives of Sarah and Abraham. 

 Abraham and Sarah were faithful people, they trusted God and followed Him and 

because of this their desires, to have kids of their own, aligned with God’s plans. God did not 

keep Abraham and Sarah at an arm’s length and view them from afar hoping that they would 
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stumble upon his will or upon blessings. God had a hand in all of it, including the intimate 

details of their lives, like childbearing. We have a God who is faithful and invested in our lives. 

God does not view us as one of many, while we may be members of the Church, he knows us 

better than we know ourselves. We are told in Luke 12:7 that even the hairs on our head are 

numbered by God. Our Lord knows about all of our cares and worries, wants and needs. God 

sees us as individuals, created uniquely and God is invested in his followers’ everyday lives. 

 Often times, we tell children and teens to pray to God for little things like help in 

school, wisdom in a friendship or guidance in sticky situations. We tell them to believe that 

God cares about all aspects in our lives but how often do we believe that ourselves?   

  

When we have problems at work, with a spouse, or with recreational activities, how 

often do we actually go to God with those things, believing he cares about them and will do 

something in our lives with those situations? Have you ever been at work and had issues with 

a co-worker or a boss and not come to God with it because you just “hope things get figured 

out” or “don’t believe it is that big of a deal to God.” Or how many of you have had rough 

patches with spouses or children and do not take those things to God for one reason or 

another? In today’s world the answer always seems to be divorce, but in the prior generation, 

the answer was to not talk about anything. Neither of those options are what the Bible tells us 

to do. We are to bring all issues in our lives to God because the God of the Bible is an invested 

God, one who loves his creation and wants to bless His people, but we must continue to be 

faithful to him and communicate with him. The desires of Abraham and Sarah were known 

to the Lord, because of the communication that happened between them and the faith they 

had in God. 

 While we could spend all day marveling at how loving and gracious and invested in 

our personal lives our God is, we must continue in our passage to the second half of what the 

Lord was teaching Abraham and us today. Now, not only is God loving and caring and active 

in our daily lives, God is also just and righteous in the World around us.  

 Starting with verse 16 “When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward 

Sodom, and Abraham walked along with them to see them on their way. 17 Then 

the Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do? 18 Abraham will surely 

become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through 

him.[c] 19 For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him 

to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just, so that the Lord will bring about 

for Abraham what he has promised him.” 

20 Then the Lord said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their 

sin so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry 

that has reached me. If not, I will know.” 

 22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing 

before the Lord.[d] 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the 

righteous with the wicked? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-443c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-447d
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24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and 

not spare[e] the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 25 Far be it from you to do 

such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked 

alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 26 The Lord said, “If I 

find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 

27 Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the 

Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number of the righteous is five 

less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five people?” “If I find forty-five 

there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.” 29 Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are 

found there?” He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.” 30 Then he said, “May the Lord 

not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found there?” He answered, “I will 

not do it if I find thirty there.” 

31 Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only 

twenty can be found there?” He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” 32 Then he 

said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be 

found there?” He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” 33 When the Lord had 

finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned home. 

There are two things in this portion of the passage that I want to talk about. The first 

is the judgement and condemnation that God shows against the corrupt city of Sodom and its 

surrounding cities. We hate talking about God’s wrath or his judgement, but we must because 

it is part of who God is. Our God is just and with justice is judgement.  

Now in this passage we see God executing His judgement against a vile and evil place 

in the world. We all have heard different parts of how awful Sodom was and if you haven’t, 

just read chapter 19 and you can see how evil those people were and here we see that God is 

going to judge them for their sinful deeds.  

We have already seen God judge the earth, with the flood and condemn people, by 

confusing their languages at Babel, now we are seeing God come down against Sodom and its 

surrounding lands. The Lord is going to execute righteous judgement against this land, and 

He does. What is amazing, is that our God is actively controlling who is in power, which 

nations are built up and which ones are destroyed. Not only here in Genesis, but throughout 

the Bible and throughout our world today. In Isaiah, chapters 24-27, we have 4 chapters 

talking about nations that God has judged, and those nations have all been destroyed. In 

Daniel we read about visions of four kingdoms that come to be and become judged and 

destroyed. The only one left remaining is the Kingdom of God. Our God is one that has control 

and investment not only in our lives, but in the affairs of the world. The God we serve is so 

grand, so powerful and so mighty that he alone builds nations and destroys them.  

That is the first part of this passage, that God is going to judge them. The second part 

is the one where all of us probably got annoyed with Abraham. It is the last half of this chapter 

where Abraham begins to plead with God for the protection of the righteous, however few 

there are, in Sodom. Even though some of us would have probably been frustrated with 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-449e
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Abraham and his relentless questioning of God; God does not grow tired of Abraham but 

instead shows him and us today the grace and mercy our Lord has.  

And that is the second thing I want to draw from the last half of our passage today. 

While God has wrath and judgement, he is not without righteousness and mercy. He rescues 

the righteous from the destruction of Sodom, he saved Noah and his family from the flood, he 

did not kill Adam and Eve after they ate from the tree of good and evil. Our God is a righteous 

and merciful God who offers salvation and safety before judgement.  

This passage that we just read has a two-fold purpose for Abraham and for us. First, it 

is for the Lord’s people to understand that he is a God of compassion and life, seen in the 

miracle of Abraham and Sarah’s son Isaac and a God of righteous and fair judgement, seen in 

his judgement against Sodom but willingness to spare the righteous in the city no matter how 

many there were. The second purpose of this passage is to show how invested our Heavenly 

father is.  

Church family, we do not serve a clock maker god, a deist god who simply built this 

universe, started its ticking then sat back and watched, no, church, we serve an invested Lord 

who cares about this planet, the nations that rise within it and the people within those nations. 

Our God cares, he loves, he shows justice and mercy and judgement. It is our calling, as 

Christians, to tell the people who live in the modern day Sodom, which is our world, of the 

coming final judgement. How we tell them is simple, we live as Christ lived, we model love for 

all those to see, and we speak words of life from our Savior to those around us. Amen.  

 

Charge and Benediction 

Church family, as we leave here today, be encouraged by the fact our God is invested 

in our lives. Be thankful to our Lord for that and the best way to be thankful is to invest into 

him, get into the word, talk to your neighbors and family about Christ, care about our world 

and love as Christ first loved us.   


