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I am the Light of the World 
(John 1:1-13, 8:12-20) 

 When describing someone who just “doesn’t get it”, we likely 
say, “I sure hope they see the light.” Or when feeling confused one 
might say, allow me to “shed a little light on this situation”…we 
use the word LIGHT in symbolic terms more than we realize.  
 In a literal sense light can illumine our path but if we stare at it -
refusing to recognize its power- we can become blind. Some in our 
congregation make a living as welders; they know the value of having 
a helmet and shield so as to protect their eyes, face and neck from 
flash burn, ultraviolet light, sparks, infrared light, and heat. Light is 
powerful.  
 So then “light” can be understood in a symbolic or literal sense, 
what we’ll discover today is that Jesus is both. Last week we were 
reminded that the “bread of life” is not something Jesus gives… it is 
someone that Jesus IS. So, in Holy Communion we are not just eating 
an appetizer but fully united in the Holy Spirit, then called to do His 
will.  Likewise, the world into which we’ve been born is full of 
darkness. Our call is to combat hate speech with “the light of the 
world”. The trickiest part of our call is that, even though we serve a 
living God, sin, human depravity and self-inflicted wounds follow us. 
Even the term hate speech has become a political hot button; how 
sad… how dark.     
 The first scripture we read has the sound of the Old Testament, 
it speaks of “beginnings, life and light.” The “He” in the beginning is 
also the “Creator” of all things. “He was in the beginning with God.” 
John’s gospel makes the case that the origins of man are found in 
God. Without the creator, there is no creation. Along with life comes 
light. 
 It is also John’s gospel in which we learn of the philosophical 
value of light, “that it shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not (or can not) overcome it.” Though the darkness is a hostile place, 
it has no ultimate power over the light. The opposition to the light is 
severe but His calling is an example that does not avoid the dark. The 
darkest day of his earthly existence, “Good Friday”, becomes the 
redemption of fallen humanity!  
 The light that Jesus brings is not just a decorative addition to 
our cluttered lives; he is a revealing light; with which our sins and 
errors in judgment become exposed. The light that Jesus brings 
shows things as they really are. William Barclay says, “We never see 
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ourselves until we see ourselves through the eyes of Jesus. We never 
see what our lives are like until we see them in the light of Jesus.” 
(John Comm. Vol. 1 Pg 54)     Many good vs. evil stories take their cue 
from a similar belief. Before there was Netflix, Movie Theaters or 
Classical stage productions there were storytellers. Ellwood City has 
an annual story telling festival in mid September at Ewing Park. We 
have long been a people fascinated with the tales of the terrific and 
awful, our imaginations often filling in more details than the 
storytellers provide.      
 While stories may vary the themes often include good vs. evil, 
right vs. wrong, light vs. darkness. Though many enjoy “The Lord of 
the Rings”, “Harry Potter” and “The Chronicles of Narnia”, no saga is 
as memorable as the Star Wars series. Some distance themselves 
from fiction, especially movies, deeming it un-suitable for spiritual 
matters, your Pastor totally disagrees. I find many secular stories 
much more thought provoking than cheesy Christian films.         
 In Star Wars the good guys (Jedi) often overcome seemingly 
insurmountable odds against the Dark side. The “force” that is made 
reference to in Star Wars is not literally a parallel to the Holy Spirit, 
yet, it’s hard for people of the Christian faith not to see places in 
which this fictitious concept aligns with our “unseen but felt” God. 
 One of the wisest of the Jedi masters is a diminutive, green 
being known as Yoda. As a child his was one of the first Halloween 
costumes I got excited about wearing. Though he has many quotes 
worth recalling, today’s is this one, “In a dark place we find ourselves, 
and a little more knowledge lights our way.” –(“Yoda”,  Episode III 
Revenge of the Sith) 

 John’s gospel suggests that the origins and spiritual 
implications of the light of the world are one in the same, “he was in 
the world… yet the world did not know him.”(John 1:10) The 
knowledge that the people lacked about Jesus would become evident 
to them in time. John makes this clear when he jumps from 
describing Jesus to “the children of God.”  The same one, who 
was in the beginning of all things, also extended an invitation of his 
Messianic calling, first to his own, then to all who would receive him. 
The message of equality in Jesus would have been totally counter-
cultural. The Jews saw the Gentiles as worthless; the Greeks saw no 
use sharing their knowledge with the Jews. Our politically divided 
nation is but a surface level indication of our sin.   
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 When we watch the news, listen to the radio, or read comments 
on social media we’re lured into thinking that “slinging mud” is the 
solution to our sickness. The answer is the opposite, “the light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it!” I’m not 
saying that the hate, which seems rampant in our country is anything 
to dismiss, instead I am confident that our faith will lead us to work 
for the good of humanity, not isolate ourselves away from the mess of 
it.   
 When we turn to the second reading for the morning we catch a 
glimpse of the practical challenge to being people who “walk in the 
light”. The light not only exposes our sin, it moves us to act. The 
Jewish celebration of “tabernacles” was held in late fall, around the 
harvest, and included-among other imagery-an elaborate display of 
light in the darkness. It reminded the people where they came from. 
 Picture in your mind sixteen golden bowls of oil, only reachable 
by a ladder, with wicks made of tattered priestly garments… when lit 
described by some Rabbi’s as illuminating all of Jerusalem. 
Remember also this was a society that wasn’t accustomed to light 
after dark. The lessons given were no doubt reinforced by this 
stunning visual.  
 To our north in Sharon, PA there is an annual festival- this year 
it is next Saturday- entitled, “Waterfire”, (picture). At the event 
various floating bowls of cedar wood are lit on the Shenango River. As 
it becomes dark a variety of tribal sounds are projected as an 
accompaniment to small boats in which various “actors” extend 
torches to illuminate the wood. The ceremonial-like atmosphere is a 
bit new age religion for some but its aim is more artistic than 
religious. Even so, “light in the darkness” is an undeniable central 
image to this experience.  
 So then the actual place where Jesus teaches about being “the 
light in the darkness” is the location of the sixteen bowls of 
illuminated oil. He not only reinforces the obvious by speaking about 
light… he extends the implication of the light to “the whole world.” 
The Pharisees quickly challenge Jesus’ self-reference, as THE LIGHT 
who guides us through the darkness. In fact his response to their 
alarms are even more revealing. 
 “My testimony is true…I know where I came from and where I 
am going… but you do not.” The reason this tension occurs is 
because, Jesus’ words are “not just talk”, they are truth. Anyone who 
was present that day, heard of his claim at any point in time, or in 
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hearing the gospel of John re-read today can all say that the truth has 
spoken. Jesus is the way, truth, life; more on that another day. Not 
unlike “light”-the word truth can have symbolic and concrete 
meaning as well.  
 It is true that the religious leaders of the day (and this day) 
don’t always understand Jesus’ call to be the light or truth. So many 
then-and now-are threatened by a religion that reveals their inmost 
errors. Just as our fallen flesh would rather we simply “go through the 
motions” on Sunday, the light of life desires we wake up and witness 
the calling of our resurrected Savior: Be His light! Is that why you are 
here today?  We must be honest with ourselves; his followers (then 
and now) often come up short in their attempts to shine in the 
darkness. Just as Jesus is both symbolically and literally present in 
the temple, He is also here today.  
 Ours is not just a gathering of nice people who live around these 
parts, we are a called people who shine through the darkness. When 
we reconvene for worship it is not (only) an act of socialization, it is 
part of our sacred story, that we worship God and bear witness!    
 Just as ancient Judaism needed to be challenged, our own 
Presbyterian practices and perspectives should always submit to the 
Holy Spirit through the inspiration gained in Holy Scripture. Those 
who point to religious ancestry and tradition as their badges of 
security in a dark world could find themselves in serious jeopardy.                      
 I began today by saying, “when describing someone who just 
“doesn’t get it”, we likely say, “I sure hope they see the light.” Or 
when feeling confused one might say, allow me to “shed a little 
light on this situation”… Then, I reminded us of the tangible 
power of light, which if not property respected, can burn or blind us 
as a result. Here’s where these two concepts converge: Jesus is the 
light of the world.   
 Remember, though the darkness is a hostile place, it has no 
ultimate power over the light. When Jesus tells the Pharisees that, “it 
is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me,” He is 
indicating something ultimate about his condition. The same God 
that came to earth in the person of Jesus of Nazareth is also present 
here today by the power of the Holy Spirit. We believe in that same 
God who identified himself saying, “I am… the bread of life and the 
light of the world.”   

 

 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
          Amen!  
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