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I am … the door 
(Jeremiah 23:1-8, John 10:1-10) 

  

 Upon entering the doorway of a home we’re given a chance to 
make our first impression. If you were to enter our home… you 
might trip over shoes! With four kids and two adults, there are bound 
to be sandals, sneakers, boots and slippers strewn about. We try to 
keep the doorway clear but the only time it is for sure is right before 
bed. But that’s fine because family is important to us… what’s a little 
mess?  
 How about your home, what messages does the entryway send? 
I’ve seen homes that have a front door, which is rarely used. Maybe 
this describes your place? Maybe the door is always decorated for the 
season, or maybe you have a sign that says, “Back door guests/friends 
are best!” While bill collectors, salesmen and Jehovah Witness’s ring 
your front doorbell your friends know to enter by a different way.  
  

 Today’s “I am” saying of Jesus is “I am… the door”, however, 
unlike the first thoughts that came to our mind… this saying has little 
to do with a house, it’s more about our heart, our priorities. So far, we 
have already focused upon, “I am the bread of life and I am the light 
of the world” each have ways of combining the literal with the 
symbolic, today’s requires that we think of ourselves as sheep.       
 You see, the door/gate, which is being referenced by Jesus in 
John’s gospel is a space in which a shepherd would position himself 
after he collected his sheep into their pen for the night (kind of like 
our family’s shoes). Prior to the passage we read, a miracle occurs, a 
once blind man is now able to see!     
 It is after Jesus brings sight to the blind man at the pool of 
Siloam (Jn 9:1–7), in which this same man gets into a debate and is 
essentially “shown the door” from the synagogue (Jn9:23). Doors 
aren’t always open to all. Jesus then finds him and explains that Jesus 
is the “son of man”, and the healed man believes! It is this interaction 
which prompts Jesus to discuss shepherding… saying, “I am the 
door” (Jn10:7). 
 Belief in the son of man has nothing to do with our home’s front 
entrance. Instead, Jesus uses what would have been a familiar image 
in Judea, to discuss priorities. The sheepfold wasn’t a home but 
more like a temporary enclosure in which the sheep could gather. The 
shepherd became the guard overnight to ensure none of the sheep 
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escaped nor were taken from by a thief. For Jesus to say, “I am the 
door of the sheepfold”, means he is provider, protector and more! 
 The Old Testament passage we read was from the prophet 
Jeremiah, he too used the image of sheep and a shepherd to connect 
with his hearers. The prophet was born at a time when Assyria was 
still a powerful nation. However, later on the Assyrians, descended 
into civil war.  As they (the Assyrians) began to lose power, Babylon 
and Egypt sought to occupy the vacuum that they (the Assyrians) left.  
 So, in the midst of this political turmoil the Lord calls Jeremiah 
to speak. His job is to warn the people of the coming Babylonian 
invasion and subsequent restoration that would follow the exile. His 
words still echo with a familiar sound,  “Woe to the shepherds who 
destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture.” (Jeremiah 23:1)   
 The “woe” that he assigns is one of Divine judgment on the 
spiritual leaders who were not working to keep the people united. The 
shepherds were failing as the flock was driven apart. The future would 
include a very different kind of shepherd in which justice and peace 
would be restored.  In a sense this is “easy” for us to understand 
because we immediately associate the prophecy with Jesus. 
 However, in the long time prior to the coming of the Messiah, 
Israel became more sinful, sinking into judicial hardening; and the 
official "shepherds" of the people, Pharisees, Sadducees, and 
Herodias-in time- would be exposed as the false shepherds of 
Zechariah, who-among other things-engineered the crucifixion of 
Christ.  
 Likely though Jeremiah didn’t know how far into the future it 
would be before, “shepherd(s) are set over them who would care for” 
the people of Israel. Yet, he received and fulfilled his incredibly hard 
call. Prophets care more about being faithful than being liked, being 
brutally honest, not just delivering a message people want to hear.  
 One cannot find the fulfillment of the anticipated noble 
shepherds (of Jeremiah 23:4) anywhere in ancient Israel. Sadly, the 
Jews have a long history of experiencing woe. For instance, there 
were many religious communities that existed during the reign of the 
Messiah who suffered under evil shepherds. It is always possible that 
spiritual leaders can be motivated by something other than purity 
and/or justice.  
 Yet, lest we become self-righteous about our call, we must recall 
that none of us is deserving of the care of our “good shepherd”. 
Reformer John Calvin said, “when God calls the Jews the flock of his 
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pastures, he does not regard what they deserve, or what they were, 
but, on the contrary, through Jeremiah, emphasizes his free adoption, 
though the Jews had rendered themselves unworthy of such a 
benefit.”   
 So, while it may be “easy” to blame the spiritual leaders of long 
ago for the scattering of the flock, without the grace of God we all, 
“like sheep have gone astray.” (Isaiah 53:6) If and when we blame 
others for the mistakes of our own doing we will repeat our offenses 
until we learn from the acts that cause us to stray to begin with.  
 The door(s) to the sheepfold are guarded by the Shepherd 
because he doesn’t want either the sheep to get out OR an intruder to 
get in. In the ancient Middle East theft was a common occurrence. 
Making a living has often driven people to make unethical choices. If 
one could steal a sheep, they could claim it as part of their own flock, 
so protecting the flock wasn’t just to keep out wild animals.    
 In church life we too have doors in place to protect people from 
other people who would wish to do us harm. Though we would love to 
keep our doors open at all times as a symbol of our welcome, we know 
that violence has occurred in holy spaces. Churches, Temples and 
Mosques can no longer leave their “gates wide open”.     
 Spiritually speaking the sheepfold is also intended to be a place 
where the flock is safe together; rival shepherds aren’t the only ones 
who can cause harm to the flock. In a book aptly entitled, “when 
sheep attack” author Dennis R. Maynard says, “1300 pastors are 
forced to resign their parishes, while another 1200 leave ministry 
each month citing stress, or church related conflicts and burnout.” 
(pg. 10)  
 This Wednesday July 31st will mark my 14th year as an ordained 
Presbyterian Pastor. While I have also worked in a leadership 
capacity as a Youth leader and Seminary intern, being a pastor is 
different. As a Pastor’s kid I had some idea what I was getting into. 
People always seemed to like my Dad, especially when I was around 
him on Sundays. While it’s true that the majority of my experiences 
have been positive, unfortunately some have been downright ugly.  
 What I’ve learned is, if you’re in any kind of job that cares for 
the wounded or broken, sometimes the best thing you can do is care 
for yourself. If another sheep has hurt you, you’re in good company. 
Sheep not only attack their shepherd they often attack one another. It 
is inside the sheep pen in which some of the most conflict occurs.  
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 In fact it is this kind of ill treatment that Jesus is challenging in 
the gospel passage we read today. Because Jesus decided to bring 
sight to the blind man on the Sabbath the religious leaders doubt His 
spiritual capacity. Others questioned the honesty of the man who had 
been given sight, asking for his parents to confirm his claims. Bah, 
Bah, Bah…   
 Though even his parents seemed to “hang him out to dry”, they 
were told the truth about his being blind and experiencing healing 
from Jesus. But the Pharisees still wouldn’t hear it, some never will. If 
Jesus isn’t viewed as the Son of God, his presence becomes a threat 
not a blessing. When Jesus says, “I am the door/gate”, he is making 
more than a claim on his position, he is also reinforcing his authority.  
 These days it has becoming difficult to make absolute 
statements regarding one’s religion. We’re used to hearing things like 
“there are many ways to Heaven”, or, “you don’t need to believe in 
Jesus to appreciate the grace of God.” These ideas were begun in an 
attempt to appease people of differing doctrine. It’s a way of seeing 
the ones who are outside the sheepfold as equal to those within. 
 Now, I’m all for being respectful of other religions, I certainly 
don’t approve of mean-spirited displays of Christianity. However, 
when Jesus says, I am the door/gate- this means: Jesus (alone) is the 
Good Shepherd. We will discuss this at length next week, but for 
today’s purposes if you think other religions are just as valid for one’s 
salvation consider yourself a lost sheep.           
 The Pharisees, Sadducees tried to be the voice of the shepherd, 
but Jesus said, “the sheep hear my voice, I call them by name.” The 
protecting and providing are gifts given to-all we like sheep-by the 
Lord Jesus. The sheepfold could be interpreted as the church. Here 
we gather, rest, prepare for the pasture and gain encouragement from 
others. Though safety is an illusion our salvation is not. 
 So, just as we’ve been given access to the sheepfold outside of 
any merit or measure of goodness on our part, so too, we should feel 
compelled to invite others in. There will always be voices competing 
for our attention. The loudest ones are some of the easiest to avoid 
but in the moments in which you feel doubt, worthlessness or worry 
creep into the sheep pen… don’t you listen to them; they’re filled with 
lies! 
 Friends, Jesus, the door/gate came that we may have life, and 
have it abundantly. The threshold of his home includes its share of 
messes because we’re with him! But not unlike the “mess” of shoes 
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that accumulate in our doorway, the mess of all of us is welcome. 
Jesus calls us by name, protects us along the way, takes our blindness 
and opens it to seeing things anew, from fear to faith, from doubt to 
belief!                   
   

 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
          Amen!         


