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Spontaneous Generosity Speaks Volumes 
(Mark 2:1-12) 

 

So far in our series on the “Leadership Lessons of Jesus” we’ve discussed 
making time for ourselves as well as the importance of being compassionate. The 
best examples of leadership know that they don’t simply wake up one day and 
become a leader. Good leaders know it takes time and hard work to reach your 
goals.  As a church we too need to know that simply showing up to a committee 
meeting does not make one a leader any more than driving through our parking 
lot makes one a church goer.  It takes time to become a leader.  

This morning we add a third component to the leadership lessons that 
Jesus’ life taught, spontaneous generosity speaks volumes. While it is true that 
ones devotional life doesn’t just happen, it is also true that showing compassion 
often requires an assessment of people to whom we can become compassionate. 
Yet, it is not true that all leadership qualities are ones that can be planned in 
advance.  Another way to put it is, good leaders should expect the unexpected.  

While a manager is unaware of how to respond when he/she is faced with a 
situation that doesn’t fit into their areas of expertise, leaders must do more than 
rely upon their head knowledge, sometimes they must make a gut reaction. 
Largely it is in these untested times of leadership in which the above average 
separates themselves from the crowd.  

It’s who you would want with you in the tough times. Often, we use a 
military analogy based upon the style of fighting that occurred in WW1, we say, 
the best leaders are those who we would want with us, “in the trenches.” Having 
just viewed the movie 1917 I can now picture what kind of hell this war would’ve 
been. More than 65 million fought and over ten million died in World War I. At 
the time it was known as “the war to end all wars.”   

Interestingly, did you know one of Democrat Woodrow Wilson’s re-election 
campaign slogan was, “He kept us out of war”? The states that permitted women 
to vote favored Wilson because of his policy promoting peace. It was the women’s 
vote that gave him California, sealing the very close election. Then, a month after 
he took office for his second term, the United States declared war on Germany on 
April 6th, 1917. Political promises are often broken.   

History suggests that President Wilson didn’t want to be pressured by 
others into waging war. Wilson’s position very well could have been influenced by 
a childhood memory during the Civil War when Union troops entered his-then 
Georgian town-as his mother had already tended to wounded Confederate 
soldiers.  Wilson long tried to see all as equals…even those in other nations.  



 

Copywrite 2020 
North Sewickley Presbyterian Church 

 

2 

Wilson, a Presbyterian pastor’s son from Virginia, was also known for being 
sober-minded, reasonable and slow to make decisions, spontaneity would’ve been 
frowned upon by him…in truth he probably over-thought everything. 

Yet, it was Germany’s aggressive submarine warfare which made the 
conflict come to a head, the president’s exact words in early 1917 being, “the 
break that we have tried so hard to prevent now seems inevitable.”  There is a 
great deal more that I could cover were this a lecture on American history or even 
a sermon focused on presidents who had a deep faith in God, which Wilson 
certainly did, but since it is neither we turn to the Bible text for the day. 

It is hard to tell what kind of temperament Jesus had. Our first week we 
considered a passage in which he seemed very reserved, needing a rest from an 
all-day session of healing. Yet last week he appeared more engaging with the last 
kind of a person that a Jew should associate with, a diseased leper!  Today’s text 
describes him teaching in an unspecific home within Capernaum. This seems to 
indicate that he was still unable to go into the public to preach/teach. 

You’ll recall that the man he healed from leprosy made the error of telling 
people about the miracle, after Jesus forbade him do the same. This meant that 
“the word was out” concerning the supernatural abilities of Jesus. The town in 
which this passage takes place would have been about twenty miles from Jesus’ 
hometown of Nazareth. It is likely then that most who had come to see and hear 
him knew Jesus was a healer. 

The home in which Jesus stood probably fit fifty people, it wasn’t a large 
home, but a home then wasn’t what they are nowadays in the United States. 
Scripture tells us there wasn’t even room at the doorway, which is nicely depicted 
by the picture on the front of the bulletin. For, you see the leadership lessons of 
Jesus aren’t always gained through his acts alone.  

The twist on our leadership lesson today is that it is the friends of the sick 
man who teach us to be spontaneous. They came face to face with a crowded 
room, the doorway wasn’t passable and likely none were willing to give up their 
spot to allow such a mess of men to enter… so they had to come up with a new 
plan. We don’t know how they arrived at the plan but among the four able 
bodied, one suggested they scale the building, open the roof and let him down. 

Who knows how they came to this conclusion? It is also possible that they 
just decided to climb the roof to see if they could peer through the ceiling to catch 
the attention of the healer. This wasn’t a roof as we would think of, likely it was a 
thatched material of some kind consisting of branches and sticks combined with 
clay and mud. If it were poorly fashioned, they could’ve looked through the roof.  

 Yet, whenever there’s a story from the gospels that is told in another gospel 
it is helpful to add any details provided by the parallel one.  In this case Luke’s 
gospel adds the possibility that the roof was made of tile (Luke 5:19). This would be 
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significant for two reasons, one, it would mean this was the home of a wealthy 
man, two, it would have been a bigger deal for the four men who came up with 
the idea to carry out the plan… it’s one thing to wreck the home of a common 
man but the wealthy were likely to be high profile people in town.   

For the moment let’s allow the extra details in Luke to remain, can you 
imagine the ciaos that this spontaneous action would’ve caused?! If you were the 
homeowner no doubt, there would’ve been a few choice words spoken to these 
men! I think this is why I find this text so appealing? I love the drama, the idea 
that some random group of guys busted through a rich man’s ceiling just so they 
could get the attention of the Lord-not for themselves but-for their friend!                        
 Jesus knew this because both versions of the story say, “and when Jesus 
saw their faith…”the effort made all the difference preceding the healing he would 
share with the man on the matt. This kind of spontaneous generosity didn’t throw 
Jesus. I think he actually welcomed the extra effort. Who knows what he was in 
the middle of saying when the roof started to break apart? Obviously, the 
teaching mattered less to him than the actions of the men.      

But, before we move on, stop and think about the fact that Jesus didn’t 
begin his day asking himself “how will I respond to five men interrupting me?” 
While it is technically true that he has the mind of God it is less important for this 
to be realized than to learn from his actions. Simply stated, there is no way that 
we can prepare in advance for all that life hands us. The only way to face it or get 
through it is to do it, or as some say, “live and learn.” 

What aspects of your faith story compares to this basic truth? How many 
times have you been surprised by the way in which things have turned out 
(whether good or bad)? There’s so much in this life that we must face, get through 
or live into, no matter how unscripted it may all feel.  Leaders like to know what 
the plan is each day, but sometimes plans only become known over time. A truly 
great leader knows how to adjust to the unexpected.  

While Jesus didn’t awake thinking how he would heal the man on the matt, 
neither did the four men. We know almost nothing about these men. All we know 
is that they worked together to make sure a crippled man would see Jesus. How 
many of us have these kinds of friends? Both gospel accounts speak of the sick 
man as being paralyzed. So, here was a man who could not walk, or even get off of 
his matt being hoisted up to the top off a home, and then lowered down.   

Then, before those present could put Jesus-or the crippled man-to the test 
he read their hearts/minds saying, “why do you question these things in your 
heart?” This too would have been a dramatic moment to observe. Among the fifty 
or so gathered in the home were sceptics, no doubt trying to blend in, yet now 
Jesus allows their doubts to expose them.  “Which is easier to say… your sins are 
forgiven or take up your matt and walk?” (Mark 2:9, LK5:23)     
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  Then, in order to prove his authority wasn’t just all talk, he asks the man to 
take up his mat and go home… and he does! This would’ve been the wildest 
moment yet, an unscripted illustration of faith despite the presence of doubt!  
We don’t know what Jesus’ temperament was like at this point-the Bible is silent 
about that-but I like to imagine he was cool yet confident.  

In fact, it’s possible that a few men asked for him to continue his teaching, 
and instead of answering them he decided to address the doubters in the room,    
“why do you question these things in your heart?” 

The scribes and Pharisees were made to be fools because of their doubts, 
regardless of how socially accepted their self-righteousness may have become. 
The best leaders are those who act with integrity when none of their superiors are 
watching.  Jesus made fools of the so-called wise and gave health to the one 
expected to die. Jesus’ grace is both spontaneous and generous.   

Notice also that he tells the paralytic to rise, pick up his matt and go home. 
This was not an evangelistic appeal but a slap in the face of the “holier than thou” 
in the room. You know the kind that I mean, the ones who claim to know the will 
of God, think they have it all figured out and say they will pray for you when you 
don’t fit into their small-minded stereotype.  

I could go on and on about how these kinds of pretentious people almost 
kept me from following a call into ministry, but that’s a talk for another day, for 
today just know that Jesus calls leaders who are willing to let their actions speak 
louder than their words… he wants disciples who show up, grow up and own up 
to the lessons that life has taught them.  

So then as we work together as a church, we should welcome unplanned 
moments, the leaders most willing to be spontaneous, life-lessons that teach us to 
be humble and remain amazed by the generosity of God’s grace.   
 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
             Amen. 

 


