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The First to Tell the Good News 
(Luke 8:1-3, John 20:11-18) 

 

Was Jesus married? Did the disciples include women? Was the first one to 
see him after the resurrection also one who followed him to the foot of the cross?  
YES, two of the three questions can be answered that way.  However, the most 
controversial of the three is likely a NO… Today’s “face of the cross” Mary 
Magdalene may not have been the wife of Jesus, but she was much more than a 
footnote in early Christianity. 

   The unchallenged facts about her life begin with Jesus cleansing her of 
seven demons (Luke 8:2 and Mark 16:9), likely curing her of a physical disorder of 
some kind, as any sickness was considered a curse.  Even mental illness used to 
be considered a condition brought on by the Devil, so she may have been 
clinically depressed. The evil spirits mentioned in Luke are anything that 
contributed to her suffering. 

Numbers used in the Bible are often descriptive. It is possible that the seven 
evil spirits/or demons that she was freed from indicate she had a completely 
compromised mental or physical state, as seven is often associated with 
completeness. Whatever the case may be it is fair to say that she was a mess 
before she met Jesus.  

Then in time Mary was one of the women who accompanied and helped 
Jesus in Galilee (Luke 8:1–2), and all four Gospels report that she witnessed 
Jesus’ crucifixion and burial; John 19:25–26 further notes that she stood by the 
cross, near Mary the Mother of Jesus and the “Apostle whom Jesus loved”. Mary, 
unlike many of the disciples, did not run and hide she was willing to watch the 
whole of the Messiah’s messy death on the cross, knowing it was he who freed her 
from suffering. 

Having seen where Jesus was buried (Mark 15:47), she went with two other 
women on Easter morning to the tomb to anoint the corpse. Finding the tomb 
empty, Mary Magdalene ran to the disciples. She returned with Peter, who, 
amazed, left her by herself. Jesus then appeared to Mary and, according to our 
second passage, John 20:17, instructed her to tell the Apostles that he was 
ascending to Heaven. 

According to what we can see from the verses mentioned about Mary, it is 
likely that she had lived in Magdala, a name meaning “tower,” and a thriving 
fishing town on the coast of Galilee, where Jesus was known to have traveled. It 
was common in Bible days for people to be called by the town they were from, 
such as Jesus of Nazareth, Simon of Cyrene, or Mary of Bethany. Through time, 
so Mary of Magdala, became better known as Mary Magdalene.  

Interestingly her name is usually listed first when in a list of names in 
Scripture. In the Bible, this often points to the most significant characters of a 
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particular story or passage. The only exception to this can be seen when her name 
is listed along with Mary, Jesus’ mother, and other close relatives (John 19:25), 
which would be expected according to cultural and social customs of that day. 
One scholar writes that, “Mary Magdalene met all of the requirements of being an 
apostle… if she had been a man, she rather than Peter would have been the leader 
of the apostles. (Richard Losch pg. 278 All the people in the Bible) 

Mary’s name is mentioned 12 different times in the New Testament. But 
unlike other women in Holy Scripture, she is not linked to another person such as 
“the wife of, the daughter, the mother of…” She is simply Mary Magdalene, 
follower of Christ. This could be cause, to speculate her relationship with Jesus 
and while some fictional writing and movies have depicted this, nothing is 
written about this in scripture so we must be careful not to make such a 
suggestion without proof.  

Personally, I am not offended by the idea that Jesus could have been in a 
serious relationship with Mary Magdalene. However, I am not suggesting that he 
WAS romantically inclined with Mary, just that he could have been. What we do 
know is that Mary and the other women mentioned in Luke’s gospel, Joanna and 
Susanna, played an important role in the day-to-day activity of the apostles, they 
provided the financial means of support from their own pockets. 

So, how did we get the misunderstanding about Mary Magdalene being a 
former prostitute? It was the Pope’s fault! But not the current Pope, In 591 A.D., 
Pope Gregory the Great solidified this misunderstanding in a sermon: “She whom 
Luke calls the sinful woman, whom John calls Mary [of Bethany], we believe to 
be the Mary from whom seven devils were expelled according to Mark." 

So “by turning [Mary Magdalene] into a prostitute, then she becomes less 
important. It diminishes her in ethical ways. The idea being that “she couldn't 
have been a leader, because of what she once did for a living,”(Prof. Robert 
Cargill) “Of course, the other response has been actually to elevate Mary M. some 
form of the “outcast to beloved” is suggested in the depiction of many women in 
literature or film.   

To be fair, the Roman Catholic Church has since changed its position on the 
person of Mary Magdalene. In 1969, the Church admitted that the Bible does not 
support an interpretation of her as an ex-prostitute. But Mary Magdalene is 
considered a saint. But Catholics aren’t the only ones who celebrate her, the 
Eastern Orthodox, Anglican and Lutheran churches, all hold feast-or holy days on 
July 22.  

In the Gospel of Mary, a text dating from the second century A.D. that 
surfaced in Egypt in 1896, it places Mary Magdalene above Jesus’s male disciples 
in knowledge and influence. She is also featured prominently in the Gnostic 
Gospels, a group of texts believed to have been written by early Christians as far 
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back as the second century A.D., but not discovered until 1945, near the Egyptian 
town of Nag Hammadi. 

One of these texts, the Gospel of Philip, refers to Mary Magdalene as Jesus’s 
companion and claimed that Jesus loved her more than the other disciples. Who 
knows? Remember this isn’t Holy Scripture. However, these days it doesn’t seem 
to matter to mainstream folks as even the concept of the themes of the Bible 
having some kind of authority over one’s life has become a minority opinion. 
Sadly, many see it as historic literature or a mix or fables and fantasy.     

Meanwhile since 2003, tens of millions of readers have devoured Dan 
Brown’s bestselling book The DaVinci Code (picture), the plot of which centered 
on the longstanding theory that Jesus and Mary Magdalene had children 
together. There was also a series of movies based upon the same plot. The Da 
Vinci Code came out in 2006, Angels and Demons in 2009, Inferno in 2016.  

Apparently, there is also a television show being made named Langdon, 
after the last name of the character Robert Langdon, played by Tom Hanks who 
solves all of these mysteries. The crazy idea of Jesus’ descendants was also central 
to The Last Temptation of Christ, the 1955 novel by Greek writer Nikos 
Kazantzakis, and the later film version of that book, directed by Martin Scorsese, 
both were highly controversial. 

In 2012, Harvard Divinity School professor Karen King unveiled a 
previously unknown papyrus fragment she believed to be a copy of a second-
century gospel, in which Jesus referred to Mary Magdalene as “my wife.” After 
defending the document’s authenticity, King eventually changed her 
stance, concluding that the so-called “Gospel of Jesus’s Wife” was probably a 
forgery. But was she forced to change her story? Who knows? Everyone loves a 
good mystery. ☺ 

One thing is clear from her life and it challenges us today, Mary loved her 
Lord and was a faithful follower. When all around them was seeming to fall apart 
with the trial and death of Jesus, Mary Magdalene and these other key women 
rose up strong and stayed faithful to the end. In fact, Mary Magdalene was the 
first to tell the good news.  

The passage from John’s gospel in which the resurrected Jesus appears as 
the gardener is the longest encounter written about Mary Magdalene in the Bible. 
The chapter prior to our passage tells us that Mary Magdalene was up very early… 
before the sunrise, to spot that the stone had been rolled away from the tomb. 
She ran to tell Peter and another disciple, likely John, about this turn of events.  

Then Mary is moved with emotion and cries outside the tomb. Then she 
looks into the opened tomb and sees two angles, which ask her why she is 
weeping? Her response is about as much clarity as we need, “they have taken 
away my lord and I don’t know where to find him.” Whether she was romantically 
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involved with Jesus or not she refers to him as her Lord, and she indicates that 
she wants to know where he is. 

Mary Magdalene was there for a specific reason; she was doing her religious 
duty of completing the burial preparations. She seems to take his absence 
personally, so there can be no doubt that Jesus mattered greatly to her. One could 
even make the case that she, more than the men who were running scared or 
confused, was the one who Jesus had gotten through to about his message of 
resurrection.  

However, in this account the angels do not remind her of the 
Promise, instead Jesus himself appears to her. However, the man she turns to see 
is that of a gardener, not the Lord. She immediately gets to the point by asking 
him where he has taken Jesus’ body? Mary was focused on finding the Lord and 
determined to honor him. She may have still had tears in her eyes, who knows, 
but for whatever reason she didn’t recognize him until he said her name, “Mary.”         
 Then, overcome with emotion, she embraced him (implied by what Jesus 
says about not clinging to him because he hasn’t ascended to the Father) and he 
then gives her a new mission; go and tell my brothers about me! This she does 
with the same kind of diligence that she was motivated with before she saw him 
face to face.  

Mary finds the disciples and announces, “I have seen the Lord”! Yet, they 
don’t know what to make of her report. It wasn’t until he appeared among them 
that they came face to face with his miraculous resurrection from the dead. 
Among the followers of Jesus there were few that stood by, cried for and 
embraced him (literally and figuratively), one of the rare was one Mary Magdalene.   

Though of all people with this name, none can compare to the impact that 
another Mary, has had upon society… next week’s face of the cross, Mary the 
mother of Jesus. 


