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 Ultimate Love is All-Encompassing 
(Deuteronomy 6:1-9, Matthew 22:34-40) 

 

For most people here the hardest part is NOT HUGGING! Though not 
all are huggers, after thirteen weeks apart, it sure is hard not to hug our 
friends. We like to give and receive affection because, for all that divides us, 
we know we have our faith in common. Every family has a champion of 
hugs. Who is this in your family? Maybe it is Mom, Grandma an aunt, or 
even your brother, Dad or Grandpa.  

On this Father’s Day weekend, we do well to appreciate the men in 
our lives who were not afraid to show their affection with us. Now not all 
men are huggers, but in my experience, many soften with the addition of a 
grandchild. I hope many can recall the importance of a dad, grandfather or 
uncle who took the time to show you how much they care. If possible, make 
time today to call your dad and wish him a happy Father’s Day! 

Film writer Woody Allen is credited with the quote, “Eighty percent of 
success is just showing up.” Many men not only feel uncomfortable with 
physical affection but also prefer to keep their thoughts to themselves. 
However, men need not be cuddly or quotable in life’s meaningful 
moments. They simply need to show up.  Life is full of moments to engage 
in or miss out on, always show up.  

About fifteen years ago the New York Times ran an article about a 
father of a ball player from Hawaii whose team made it to Williamsport, PA 
for the Little League World Series. When the father, Myron Enos, had been 
denied time off to attend his son’s game, he quit his trucking job. The paper 
quoted him, “It was definitely worth it…it was a big sacrifice but, you know 
it was my family or my job. You only have one family. You can get plenty of 
jobs.”  Now that’s showing up! 

In the Christian faith we need not get it right every time to be loved by 
God. Our abilities or church activities do not save us. Jesus gives us the 
grace, we need the all-encompassing affection of the Son to live into our 
calling. We can’t get it right enough times in a row to earn our salvation. We 
need the grace of a merciful Father. Though the reason so many of us 
develop a mixed motivation is based upon our drive to have a good work 
ethic. 

Many dads were raised to respect those who ‘made a livin’ off the 
land’, with their hands, or developed skills that provided for their families. 
Many towns around here once could boast of massive mills producing iron, 
coal, steel, or glass that had high demand all over the nation. Times have 
changed and so have the opportunities in the workforce, but our unspoken 
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drive to be productive remains. We still try and raise our children to work 
hard and show respect to others. 

In today’s New Testament passage, Jesus is cornered by a lawyer, and 
asked to choose one law as the greatest. The intent was not to learn, but to 
try and trick Jesus. Can you imagine? Prior to this passage Jesus had 
silenced his critics. However as anyone who has faced opposition knows, 
critics can be silenced for a time, but their voices are rarely muted for good. 
Last week I was catching up with a pastor friend of mine from the other 
side of the state and was saddened to hear of the conflict he encountered 
from day one in his church. He is moving on. I wish I could say this is rare 
but sadly that is not the case. 

It was the religious experts of the day who were most offended by 
Jesus’ wisdom and influence. The lawyer asked Jesus the question to test 
him! Likely, during this time of dealing with the Covid-19 virus, many of us 
have been “put to the test” in more ways than one. We have all needed to 
adjust to this test.  

Were we to go back and look at a journal entry in February or March, 
we would not find a plan for being away from the church for thirteen weeks! 
On March 11th I wrote, “I will be leading a Bible study this evening on 
Mary Magdalene. Tomorrow I will make a couple homes visits to women 
in our congregation, then all weekend long I will enjoy watching and 
listening to “How to Succeed” at Riverside High School.”  Little did I know 
that the 15th of March would be the last Sunday I would see many of you in 
person… until today!  

The option to use Facebook Live has been a good way of making the 
best of an unusual situation, but, truthfully, even this has been a test for 
most of us.   
 In today’s passage, the lawyer challenged Jesus to select the top 
commandment from among the ten. During the last three months, has your 
faith been put to the test? If you needed gathering at the church to remind 
you of your relationship with Jesus, then you’ve faced some lean weeks. If 
you haven’t opened a Bible since March, attended Sunday School, or 
listened to a sermon in the same amount of time, you must be hungry?!  

Put another way, even if you’ve done the best you can to work on 
staying physically healthy, if you haven’t been taking time to pray, grow and 
show your faith during this pandemic, then you need to re-evaluate your 
priorities.   
 For as disturbing as this season has been for all of us, the Lord called 
upon some to make His love known in new ways in “such a time as this.” I 
imagine many who are here today could give a testimony of how others 
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have helped them through these disconnected times. Some have been on 
the giving and receiving end of acts of charity and compassion. Loving God 
and neighbor go together. Jesus knew this, so when he answered the test, 
he put them together.   
 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind. And… you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  
   The love God shares with us may be generously applied to ALL who 
would receive it, but its effects are also ours to carry out. The power of the 
Holy Spirit is not debatable. It wins, eventually. We may fight for the 
desires of our own hearts without consulting our moral compasses, but we 
will not find the fulfillment for which we long. God calls for us to surrender 
all of our heart, soul, and mind into His care. Times of trial clarify the depth 
or surface-level commitments our faith occupies within our private lives.         

Some men allow their careers or hobbies to interfere with spending 
time with their families. On this Father’s Day weekend, we may recall 
moments missed more than the ones enjoyed with dear ol’ Dad, or our now 
grown children. There is a tension between being a trustworthy worker and 
a reliable booster of our kids’ activities. Fathers long to be capable in a 
career but also present when needed the most. From the first time we hold 
our child, we begin to realize how much we must learn. It takes time and 
dedication to be a good Dad. In some ways, the same kind of commitment 
can be made to our faith lives.         

We do our Heavenly Father the greatest disservice if we fail to love 
God. One could make the case that this failure is the greatest of all sins. 
Viewing God through our own personal experience distorts the reality of 
His love for us.  

The Hebrew people knew that the Lord had chosen them to be His 
Covenant people. Even so, time after time they found ways to depart from 
their calling and as a result felt pain, loss or worse. They may have known, 
“The Lord our God; the Lord is one.” But the misgivings and mixed motives 
of their leaders kept them from receiving the rewards God intended for 
them.  

The law and prophets of the Lord spoke repeatedly about the need to 
repent from sin, the coming of the Messiah, and the call to be people who 
bless foreigners and strangers among them. Sadly, all too many times the 
sin of self-preservation, fear or superiority showed up, and destroyed the 
tender hearts that were meant to receive the all-encompassing love of God. 
Though our gentile history cannot compare to that of the ancient Hebrew 
people, if not careful, we too can become hard hearted or filled with hate. 
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If we take Jesus’ words “you shall love your neighbor as yourself” 
seriously, then who are the others in your life that need a helping hand? 
Who has the Holy Spirit been nudging you to connect with? Were you to be 
the kind of people that make your Heavenly Father proud, who would you 
check in with, take the time to hear out, or linger with long enough to make 
a new friend?   

We all want to be loved by another, and that is exactly what God 
reminds us to be; loving AND present.  

If you watch the news at all, the irony is that while COVID 19 
continues to spread, it seems like what our world needs right now… is a BIG 
hug! Remember that hugger from your family you thought about earlier? I 
suspect that no matter what was going on in the world, you could always 
count on a hug from them to make everything feel ok. Or maybe you are 
that one? The need to social distance makes contact difficult, but are there 
other ways you can share? 

The work that was done by Jesus on the cross makes our mission even 
clearer. “We love because he first loved us.” (1JN 4:19) Especially in tough 
times, holding onto our faith in God and reaching out in faith to others 
makes life more than mere existence. We have been called by God to call 
others to God. Who do you need to talk with today? Who needs your words 
of encouragement? 

As Jesus was questioned by the lawyer, he knew the intent of the one 
questioning him. It was a trick motivated by desire to test him. Sometimes 
we too come face to face with tricksters who wish to do us harm. Other 
times we walk into a situation that offers us very little spiritual 
nourishment. Yet we submit to its lure. The tests that we face are not likely 
to be theological in nature but relational. We were created to care. When we 
do otherwise there is a problem.  

Here is a sure-fire way of knowing if the test you face is of redeeming 
value. Does participation with this person, activity and its outcomes result 
in a greater love of God and neighbor? Sometimes the answer is not readily 
recognizable, but in time we can discover more about a calling or make a 
friend. Other times, initial motives are pure, but something changes. Then 
we must face the facts and separate ourselves. Not all relationships are 
healthy or helpful.           

 The ultimate love of God is not something one can 
compartmentalize. It is all encompassing. The salvation we have been 
granted is a gift. The sense of God’s leading is a calling. We make decisions 
along the way that open us to new opportunities of sharing and being 
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shared with, or we cut ourselves off in fear or selfishness.  Are you making 
decisions that please the One who first loved you? 

You will recall from last week that, “Perfect love casts out fear” (1JN 

4:18), which means that whatever is holding your faith captive from growing 
is exactly what God desires you give to Him. What do you need to let go of 
to trust God? What stumbling blocks remain in your path? We are all aware 
of the challenges present in our nation today but having an awareness of 
them does not stop us from living into our calling to love God and one 
another.  

 
 
     
        

 
        
      
  
           


