
 
 

1  Copywrite 2020 
  North Sewickley Presbyterian Church 
 

“We Had Hoped…” 
(Luke 24:13-35) 

 

Likely, I am not the only one to say, “I had hoped today would be 

different.” On Sunday March 1st during Worship, we commissioned our 

Ugandan Mission team, including Jake and Pat Vagias, Barb Paff, Tracy and 

Danica Creese and Janice Frantz, Wes Creese’s sister. After seeing the 

Facebook posts Tracey provided, I wanted to learn even more about this trip, 

and I bet you did, too! Seeing more pictures, and hearing about what God is 

doing in a country many have never set foot in sure would have been 

memorable. I imagine the members of this group also anticipated sharing 

their experiences.  We had hoped…     

In today’s Scripture passage, we read the first of the three Resurrection 

appearances of Jesus found within the gospel of Luke. Two men were on their 

way to Emmaus from Jerusalem, possibly having celebrated the Passover. 

These men (one named Cleopas) were walking and talking about all that had 

occurred in what we now call Holy Week. They were comparing stories, and 

trying to make sense of the report the women just told them of an empty 

tomb!  

The church season of Easter reminds us that He is Risen [He is risen 

indeed] and yet this year’s rhythms seem out of synch. So many of us had 

hoped to see one another last Sunday. Gone were the egg hunts on our 

church lawn, the pictures of “girls in white dresses with blue satin sashes,” 

men wearing neckties, and the presence of special guests or extended family. 

This has been a year that we will talk about for some time. 

Last Sunday afternoon I spoke with my older brother, Andrew, who 

said how odd it felt for him not to play his trombone in the Easter brass 

ensemble, something he has done for twenty years in a row prior to 2020. 

What had you hoped Spring or Easter 2020 would be like?  

We are going through an unprecedented era. Our normal routines have 

been altered, and the plans we are able to make are limited to the short-term. 

No doubt many seniors in high school or college are making plans for an 

alternative graduation celebration. Those who find comfort in making 

longer-term plans are not happy these days. Even the weather seems to be 

confused! Thankfully, pandemics are not something that occur on a regular 

basis. 
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   In today’s Scripture passage from Luke, the men who are walking 

home from Jerusalem are kept from seeing the identity of the third man who 

joins them along the way. I wonder what they saw as this person came near? 

Obviously, he was not a ghost-like figure, or they would have been alarmed. 

Still, they had no hint it was Jesus. The presence of a third man certainly 

shifts their focus as he asks them what they are talking about.  

 I am sure you’ve been there- A friend is talking your ear off about 

something, and then another person asks what you two are discussing.  Often 

our reaction depends on whether we think it is worth “spelling it out” to the 

new person. In our story, it seems the men were not in the mood. The man 

identified as Cleopas basically says, “Where have you been?” He suggests it 

would have been nearly impossible to be in Jerusalem and not know the 

things that have unfolded. Even so, Jesus draws it out of Cleopas with a 

simple question. “What things?” Then, Jesus hears all about… Jesus.  

In the middle of moments of a discovery, of one kind or another, we 

have a way of speeding up the pace of our speech. I imagine Cleopas speaking 

with rapid excitement concerning the one who was “a prophet mighty in deed 

and word before God and all the people! And how the chief priests and rulers 

delivered him up to be condemned to death…”  

Jesus provides this unsuspecting man a moment to bear witness, as our 

Baptist friends would say. Have you ever been called to give a testimony in a 

courtroom? This can be a difficult thing to do. But not all courthouse 

experiences are painful. In some situations, it can be a joy, such as when one 

becomes a citizen of the United States or is adopted! I have a wooden cross, 

given to me by a church friend, who I witnessed being adopted, along with 

her brother, by a family who are members of my former church, First 

Presbyterian, New Castle, PA. 

Here in scripture, Cleopas goes on to say, “We had hoped he (Jesus) 

was the one to redeem Israel.”  The way of the cross was not what the 

disciples had expected. It was painful to watch their leader taken captive and 

be crucified for crimes he did not commit. Yet, truthfully, what they had 

hoped was not as much about Jesus as it was about them. The Jews saw the 

cross as the end of their hope. In truth, it was the key to a brand-new 

beginning. The “kingdom come” that centuries of Hebrew people had 

expected was a ruler who imposed his will upon others. Jesus had claimed 
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that their prophecies were unified in him.  But they just couldn’t see it 

(literally).   

This is where we need to stop and think about our own unmet 

expectations. The way things have changed in the last few weeks, our 

frustration, disappointment, and the sad turn of events may have forced a 

wakeup call to us, who had hoped… the world would revolve around them?   

I’m NOT among those who think this disease was a Divine plague sent 

to bring us to our knees in prayer.  But I do think the threat of death can 

inspire needed conversations. Given the possibility that we could become 

sick, what are we doing to prevent either becoming sick ourselves or 

spreading it to others? Beginning this very evening, our Governor has stated 

all people who leave their homes must wear a mask, and only essential 

employees should enter the workplace. This change applies to NSPC as well.  

We must take precautions. 

This has an immediate effect on how we come and go, and what we do. 

As Stephanie explained to the children, the presence of people wearing 

masks may seem scary at first glance, but it is being done for the protection 

of our neighbors and our families. The slight discomfort of wearing a mask 

is worth the effort, if it helps to lessen the spread of this deadly disease.  

The men on the road to Emmaus are talking about the things that had 

happened in Jerusalem, and how they had hoped Jesus would have been 

someone he wasn’t… and then they come face to face with their own 

foolishness. In verses 25-27, Jesus, “interpreted in scripture all things 

concerning himself.” This is a polite way of saying they were taken to task. 

Jesus rebukes their selfish expectations of the Messiah. “O Foolish ones and 

slow of heart to believe.”   

Later, they urge him to stay, they break bread… and THEN “their eyes 

are opened, and they recognized him.” (Luke 24:31) The next time we hear 

them talk with each other is when he “disappears from their sight,” and this 

epiphany begins their journey back to Jerusalem to find the other disciples 

and talk away! 

 Consider that they came full circle, from ones who had so much to talk 

about but with little direction, to ones who had even more to share, but now 

with a clarity and purpose to their witness. 
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This is where Christians in 2020 can learn and grow from the 

unwanted change to our normal patterns of life. In early March, whatever we 

expected to be doing in the middle of April has changed. What has not 

changed is the care for our primary purposes in life. We are called to “know 

Jesus and make Him known.” 

Yesterday morning, when the moderator of our Deacons, Carol Smith, 

greeted the recipients of our food panty donations from just inside our 

church door, they may not have been able to see her smiling from behind the 

mask. But they knew her heartfelt faith! When you send a note in the mail, 

share an inspirational saying or post a funny song or uplifting picture, you 

contribute in helpful ways during this unusual season of life together.  

Obviously, there is more to growing in faith than simply being happy. 

In last week’s Wednesday Bible Study with Dave Sullivan, we discussed what 

it means in Philippians 2:12 to, “work out our salvation with fear and 

trembling.” As many discussed in our study, being a follower of Jesus has 

never been an easy calling. 

The humility we are called to have, combined with the hope Jesus gives 

to us from grace only he can offer, is the way we get through life. This time of 

being socially distant and proactively careful about having good hygiene is 

just a surface level challenge to people of faith. Our deeper convictions 

cannot be shaken by external threats!  

Like the early disciples, we must come to terms with what we had 

hoped Jesus would do for us, and how the Resurrection changes what we 

think being part of his kingdom means. Followers of Jesus Christ are to be 

those who bear witness about why a disease will not overcome the hope we 

have in a resurrected Savior. 

 Then, as a result of our living faith, we show others our heart, in the 

ways we care, share and support those in most need.  We may have hoped 

to hear today about the mission work done in Africa, but instead Jesus 

reminds ALL of us we are called to bear witness, wherever we live! 

     In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
Amen! 


