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Whenever you did unto the least of these 
(Matthew 25:31-46) 

 

 Today marks the conclusion to our Lenten study on Heroes of the faith. 
Hopefully, you’ve learned something and shared those new facts with others.  
 John Wycliffe never expected to be a trailblazer of Bible distribution. Patrick 
wasn’t born in Ireland but gave his life to the people of that once pagan Island. 
Fanny Crosby had set backs that would’ve crumbled most but lives on in thousands 
of hymns she wrote. And, a one-time slave boat master may have experienced an 
obscure call but John Newton’s “Amazing Grace” transcends the generations.     
 Today’s Hero was the granddaughter of a Dutch watchmaker. Being the 
youngest of four children meant Cornelia ten Boom didn’t have the first crib, gown 
or even doll to play with. She also inherited a faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Her 
grandfather, Willem opened the watch making shop in Haarlem, Netherlands in 
1837. The family’s Dutch Reformed faith inspired them to serve, offering shelter, 
food and money to those in need.  
 Among the ones they helped were the Jewish community in town, 
considering them “God’s ancient people.” After the death of her mother and a 
disappointing romance, “Corrie” trained in her family trade and in 1922 became the 
first woman licensed as a watchmaker in all of Holland.  
 In addition to her professional accomplishments, she also took it upon 
herself to organize classes for children in her area that suffered from disabilities. So 
long before she experienced prejudice and hate at the hands of the Nazi forces, she 
already had a heart for the “least of these.” Prior to schools being tasked with testing 
and offering services to those with special needs, it was up to the locals to serve 
their own. Corrie responded to these needs with active compassion.        
      After World War II began, members of the ten Boom family became 
involved in resistance efforts. Despite being neutral in world politics as they had 
been in World War 1, Holland was occupied in May of 1940 by Nazi Germany after 
the bombing of Rotterdam. Two of Corrie’s nephews worked in resistance cells. 
Various family members sheltered young men sought by the Nazis for forced labor 
and assisted Jews in contacting persons willing to hide them.  
 Corrie became directly involved in these efforts when, along with her father 
and sister Betsie, she assisted hiding Jews in their home. Using her job as a 
watchmaker in her father's shop as a front, Corrie built contacts with resistance 
workers, who assisted her in gaining ration books and building a hiding place. Again, 
Corrie’s Christ-centered convictions made all the difference. Though it would have 
been easier to do/say nothing she would not, could not. 
 Not all of the Dutch, let alone many others in the region were motivated by 
their religion to do something about the third Reich. The Nazi’s believed that 
"Racially inferior" peoples, such as Jews, were to be eliminated from the world. As a 
result, there was mass genocide of Jews. Sadly, some six million Jews lost their lives 
as the result of this awful slaughter of innocent people. Millions more were killed in 
state-sanctioned executions because of any factors that the Nazi’s considered 
impure. The Holocaust was pure evil.    
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 As was the case in all of the heroes we’ve discussed, Corrie’s heroics didn’t 
come by way of anything she would’ve expected, or planned for. It’s been said, 
“heroes are made not born.”   
 On February 28, 1944 her watchmaking shop and home was raided. Those in 
hiding remained undiscovered. The Gestapo arrested Corrie ten Boom, her father, 
her brother and two sisters, as well as other family members. In addition, those 
arrested also included resistance workers who had accidentally entered the house 
during the raid, as well as acquaintances who had been attending a prayer meeting 
in the living room. Altogether, 30 people were taken away that day. 
 At this point I find it important to challenge an ignorant notion made by 
many Christians. The notion is that we are to be religious without being political. 
I’ve heard people complain about a Priest, Pastor or Bishop who was too political. 
This can mean so many things. But I’ve seen groups of religious fanatics pretending 
to be Christian who willingly smear hate and fear causing ciaos as a way of 
expressing their values. The question is, can we be religious and not political?     
 In this country the freedoms we’re given allow for the public expression of 
erroneous statements to be made in the name of God. It is precisely because of this 
room for error that people of faith need to be educated and respectful but certainly 
not silent. The evil and disrespectful things that occur on a regular basis are 
themselves enough reason to be brought to our knees in prayer.   
 I certainly feel called to do more than preach, teach, visit or pray. If one of 
you were mistreated, insulted or experienced an injustice… you can bet I wouldn’t 
stand by in silence. More difficult than that, if one of you harmed, disrespected or 
slandered one another, I’d feel just as compelled to confront that sinful behavior.  
 We are called to do more than gather together on a Sunday morning and slap 
one another on the back; we’re also to hold one another accountable for 
inappropriate actions, words or wayward thoughts. It’s in that sense in which I find 
it impossible for people of faith to be religious without being political. 
 Unfortunately, the temptation of self-preservation can hinder people of faith 
and they remain silent or submit to the loudest voice, so they can “keep the peace.” 
Yet, as scripture reminds us, there will be an accounting of our words, actions, and 
attitudes. Unlike what most people think, the judgment isn’t based on church 
membership, economic status, intelligence, education, family heritage, citizenship or 
allegiance to a particular political party.  
 We will be judged by, “if we fed the hungry, gave drink to the thirsty, welcomed 
the stranger, clothed the naked, provided health care to the sick and visited the 
imprisoned.”  The Kingdom that has been in place since the foundation of the world 
is full of those who have, “done unto the least of these.” For, “whenever we’ve done 
it unto those in need, we’ve done it as unto the Lord.”       
 Don’t you find it interesting that often those who speak about the “coming of 
the judgment” are the ones who should be the most afraid? The big talkers, angry, 
agenda-filled far right AND left-winged pundits “stir the pot” but rarely humble 
themselves by feeding others, offering a drink, welcoming the immigrant, sharing 
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supplies with the poor, giving aid to the sick, and an audience to those who are in 
solitary confinement. The judgment will not be kind to the phony promoters.          
 Corrie ten Boom, her older sister Betsie, and her father all went to prison 
because they cared for their neighbors. Casper ten Boom became sick and died only 
ten days after the arrest. The sisters remained in prison until September 1944 when 
they were deported to Ravensbrück concentration camp in Germany.   
 In Ravensbrück, the sisters stayed together until Betsie died in December. 
Much of the ongoing struggle for sanity, faith, and survival is depicted in the 1975 
movie, “The Hiding place”, based on Corrie’s book by the same name. Maybe you can 
recall reading this book or seeing the movie?  
 The humiliating conditions in which people were retained challenges ones 
conscience. When I was in High School, I watched the movie, “Schindler’s List”, 
which documented a German businessman that saved Polish Jews by employing 
them in his factories. Stephen Spielberg’s portrayal was named, by the American 
Film Institute, 8th on its list of the 100 best American films of all time.  
 Though it is effective, if you haven’t seen it I don’t suggest making any plans 
afterwards.  Some here have an appreciation for stress brought on by experiences 
while serving in the military. The counseling, medication and meditation that many 
veterans require seems about the closest thing to the ethical effects of being 
contained in a concentration camp.  
 Two weeks after Betsie's death, Corrie ten Boom was released from the 
camp, apparently due to a "clerical error." Throughout her life Corrie called this 
occurrence a miracle. Shortly after her release, all of the other women in her age 
group at Ravensbrück were executed. The unanswerable question becomes: why?  
 After being released she was taken to her brother Willem’s home in 
Hilversum, and he arranged for her to go to the family home in Haarlem. In May 
1945, she rented a house in Bloemendaal, which she converted into a home 
for concentration camp survivors, and the disabled. She also set up a nonprofit 
organization in the Netherlands to support the home and her ministry. 
 There’s much more that I’ll share about Corrie at our mid-week meal but for 
now, as we participate in the Lord’s Supper, I wish for us to think of ways in which 
we can actively engage in the convictions we hold. By this I don’t mean being 
ministers in the formal sense, but to be those who are willing to take it upon 
themselves to stand up to hate, evil or harassment of all forms.      
 From the time she was released from Ravensbrück until illness ended her 
ministry, Corrie ten Boom reached millions of people throughout the world with the 
message of how the gospel gave her strength. Her book The Hiding Place remains a 
popular and impactful read and her teachings on forgiveness continue to resonate 
with many. After all she went through Jesus helped her to overcome her anger. 
 Her family home in the Netherlands is now a museum dedicated to 
remembering the Holocaust. Were we to be able to ask her if she thought herself a 
hero of the faith, I suspect she would decline such a title, which, of course, is exactly 
why she was one. 
    

  In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
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          Amen! 
 
 
 


