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Who Do You Believe? 
(Matthew 28:1-15) 

 

There are so many opinions. Some seem far-fetched while others make a lot 

of sense. There’s so much talk, that it can be hard to know who to believe!  

Of course, this sentence can be applied to the whirlwind of facts that have 

swept us away from our normal patterns of life for four weeks. Today is the fourth 

Sunday on which we have offered worship entirely on Facebook live. They say it 

takes six weeks to either make or break a habit, so maybe this way of doing worship 

will becoming a new habit. Obviously, none of us prefer to be apart, especially on 

Easter Sunday, but can you imagine how odd it would be if we didn’t at least have 

this? Easter and Sunday just “go together.” Without the Resurrection, there 

wouldn’t be Christianity. 

I have seen many fun sayings recently on social media such as: The church 

may be empty but so was the tomb; The heart of the church was never the building; 

The disease can keep us apart, but the Holy Spirit connects.  I’ve also read a poem 

inspired by Dr Seuss’ the Grinch Who Stole Christmas entitled How the virus stole 

Easter. The poem’s final line says, “It came without bonnets, it came without 

bunnies, it came without egg hunts, cantatas or money. Then the world thought of 

something it hadn’t before… Maybe Easter, it thought, doesn’t come from a store.” 

This sounds a lot like a statement of faith, doesn’t it?                

There are so many non-Biblical aspects to the Easter season, and yet if we’re 

honest, what we anticipate each year are all the “extras.” The stylish clothes we 

wear, the baskets filled with plastic grass and jellybeans, the chocolate eggs, even 

the musical performances, church pews with more people than average, the 

blooming flowers and festivities of one kind or another - all of these extras will be 

different in 2020 than they were in 2019. Again, what matters most?   

Things are different this year because the Covid-19 virus has done a lot of 

damage.  As the Pennsylvania Secretary of Health said during a conference call 

with PA clergy, “The virus does not discriminate. It will infect people of all 

nationalities, in both urban and rural areas.”  

The virus doesn’t care what we believe, but we should!  People of faith can be 

kept from gathering in public places. But our beliefs are not governed by anyone in 

positions of authority.    
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There are so many opinions. Some seem far-fetched while others make a lot 

of sense. There’s so much talk, that it can be hard to know who to believe! 

Some churches have decided that, despite the warnings, they will gather as if 

nothing has changed. Other churches have changed their worship format and now 

meet in their parking lots. Still others have rented out former drive-in movie 

theaters to accommodate their cars. Some have taken to meeting outdoors, spread 

apart, far from one another. I get it. We want to see each other, and this pandemic 

makes us feel disconnected. But, who do you believe?   

Our church’s session has agreed to heed the warnings given to us by medical 

and health experts. We will not meet in this space for a while longer. The reality is, 

we may not be halfway through this season of virtual communion. I wish we could 

say we’ll worship together in the month of May, but I just don’t know. In the 

meantime, we may need to find other ways to get together. 

Some of our committees have used Zoom or Go to Meeting to continue their 

work, while others are simply suspending their monthly efforts. No doubt many of 

you are speaking with family members more now than two months ago. It is helpful 

to have the technology to see one another on the phone, and yet-believe it or not- 

many of us survived not having a smart phone for decades.      

Last week Dave Sullivan lead a Bible study on Philippians 2:1-11 in which 

over a dozen people attended. This Wednesday you will have an option to do the 

same, so watch your email! Would you have ever thought to turn on your computer 

to join in a Bible study? Well, the time is here. Sometimes we are forced into 

learning new things. What have you had to learn the hard way? 

The potential is great for the development of new ministries or shaking up 

previously established patterns. Even the way that this social distancing has 

increased our checking in on another is a nice change. I am sure you have 

appreciated the efforts of our Elders and Deacons. Our church certainly has caring 

people in it. A crisis will always reveal the core of who we are.  

In our conversations we’re likely sharing our bewilderment with this odd 

season in which we find ourselves. The news, cable television and twitter all 

provide us with updated tallies of the infected and deceased. It feels so strange to 

be sitting at home instead of gathering with people we care about. 

 One must ask how the events of the Resurrection affected the followers  

of Jesus, as well as others? In our passage, the women found a new excitement 
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after feeling the earthquake and seeing the angel at the tomb. Scripture says they 

left “with fear and great joy!” Yet, before they could arrive to tell the disciples, Jesus 

met them, and they embraced him (which obviously indicates that he was no 

illusion.) Then Jesus encouraged them to overcome their fear and tell the others! 

After a moment of collecting themselves, on they went to tell the disciples.   

I can imagine them thinking, will they believe us? Other gospels fill out those 

details but ours takes an interesting turn, as we become witness to a backroom deal 

between the soldiers and the chief priests. After taking a bribe, the men who saw 

what the women saw planned to lie about their whole experience. Can you imagine 

keeping this to yourself for your entire life? 

I know I’m not the only one who thinks that this Pandemic was not mere 

chance, there must be more to the story than we’re being told. Because, there are 

so many opinions. Some seem far-fetched while others make a lot of sense. There’s 

so much talk, that it can be hard to know who to believe!” I certainly believe that 

the disease is real, that it is deadly, and we should be careful. I also believe there 

are some people who know more about this disease than others. 

In the case of the soldiers who had first-hand experience with an angel 

encounter, they chose to withhold information, creating an entirely different 

scenario for what occurred. They said that the disciples had stolen Jesus’ body 

during the night. The Chief Priests assured the soldiers that they would cover for 

them if/when they had to face the Governor.  Yet, Matthew’s gospel seems to lay a 

large amount of the blame upon our Jewish friends alone.      

 Of course, their idea is filled with loopholes. What motive would the 

disciples have had to steal the body? Stealing a corpse wasn’t just foolish, it was 

illegal. Second, if the soldiers had fallen asleep, are we to believe an entire group 

of men would have been able to sneak into a tomb sealed with a boulder, and 

guarded by soldiers, and not awake anyone in the process? Third, if the guards 

WERE asleep, how could they have known who took the body? Fourth, if they had 

fallen asleep on the job, why weren’t they punished, or why didn’t they at least try 

to stop the theft from taking place to begin with?  I could go on and on… 

Clearly, sometimes the truth is stranger than fiction. But for all people of 

faith, regardless of education or age, we believe Jesus really did die… the stone was 

rolled away from the tomb… an angel appeared to announce his new life… the 

women were the first to hear it… the guards were powerless in the presence of the 

Almighty… and the disciples were rejuvenated by His rising. He is Risen!!! 
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It is an amazing story, but it’s not just a fairy tale we have passed on from 

generation to generation. Though the extra aspects of our faith can be debated, 

(and there are many) this one must never be held in question. Denominations 

come and go, theological debates always seem to swirl, and there’s always a next 

best way to become the church or connect with young people. As long as things 

change, the church will try and adjust to such changes.  

 Yet the basis of this day, and our entire religion, depends upon an actual 

Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. Christian belief is not variable 

when it comes to the purpose of celebrating Easter Sunday. The date, place or way 

in which we celebrate may be up for discussion, but even the reason we can cope 

through the threat of COVID-19 is because of our faith in a risen Savior.    

Though there are so many opinions, and some seem far-fetched while 

others make a lot of sense, there’s so much talk that it can be hard to know who 

to believe, the most important question is, “Christian, who do you believe? 

      In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

          Amen! 


